PANTHER PRIDE SCHOLARSHIPS - HONORING KHS CLASSES

STUDENT VOICES!

In 2011, The Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation Board began an initiative to encourage graduating classes
of Knoxville High School to consider funding scholarships on an annual basis for our high school graduates. We
decided to name these financial awards Panther Pride Scholarships. Knoxville High School graduates are able to
make donations to the Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation and designate those donations to go toward their
graduating class Panther Pride Scholarship. Once contributions reach a minimum of $500, we begin awarding a
scholarship in the name of that class and will continue to do so on an annual basis as long as the minimum ($500)
is met. Each year, the Board provides awarding classes with a framed certificate listing all of the graduates of that
particular class. This framed certificate is presented to the scholarship recipient by members of the class at our
annual awards ceremony.

“Thank you for the John England Memorial Endowed
Scholarship. I was especially honored to receive this
scholarship as I am a third-generation Knoxville High
School graduate and have heard stories from my grandfather about when he was coached and taught by Mr.
England when he was in high school 50 years ago. I
have devoted myself to both academic and athletic
achievements throughout high school, so this scholarship
was a great honor. Without the generosity of donors like
you, many students from Knoxville High school may not
have the opportunity to attend college. I hope that in the
future, I have the opportunity to provide the same gift to
another student with dreams of going on to college.”
From Joseph Hollinrake

KHS Class of 1993

Forty-four KHS graduating classes are currently raising
money to help fund a Panther Pride Scholarship. This is an
amazing testimony to the generosity and devotion to
education our alumni demonstrate on an annual basis. To
date, 43 Panther Pride Scholarships have been awarded.
Every year there are many class reunions celebrating
graduations ranging from as few as five years to some as
many as fifty years ago. Many of those classes have begun
raising and pledging funds to support a Panther Pride
Scholarship. If your class members are getting together on
a formal or informal basis, please contact our Board
President, Curt Froyen (641.891.7170 or email him at:
irishciguy@hotmail.com), he would be pleased to come
speak to your group.

This year the graduating classes of 1988 and 1993
invited Board President Curt Froyen to attend their
Saturday evening dinner as part of their class reunion.
He made presentations concerning the Panther Pride
Scholarship program. Both classes enthusiastically
supported the idea and have already raised the funds necessary to offer their first Panther Pride
Scholarship to a member of this year’s 2019 graduating class.

“Thank you so much for the fourth-year scholarship. It will
be put to good use while I pursue my degree in Mechanical
Engineering. I have already completed a minor in physics
and am on track to complete minors in math and computer
science. I greatly appreciate your support through my first
three years of college. It has allowed me to worry less
financially and focus more on academics. I have great
respect for the Scholarship Foundation and realize how
much this benefits students. After I graduate, I intend to be
part of giving back to the community of Knoxville so
students like myself can pursue their dreams. I am blessed
to be part of this community.”
From Taylor Carter
“Thank you so much for your generosity in providing your
second-year scholarships to myself and my classmates. I
am so glad to have had the opportunity to grow up in
such an amazing and supportive community. You are
such a good example of the kind of people who reside in
our town. I am a sophomore at Drake majoring in
accounting. I would like to sincerely thank you for your
generosity in helping me attend my dream school.”
From Avery Neck

CONTINUING EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS!

KHS Class of 1988
Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation
www.kpsfoundation.org

Online!

Knoxville graduates currently enrolled
in post secondary education are eligible
for a continuing education scholarship.
Students must apply between Jan. 1st
and March 1st, 2019.
Applications are available for each
scholarship to download on our website
(www.kpsfoundation.org). Students
can review criteria for each to determine
which scholarship(s) to apply for. We
are pleased to be able to support our
Knoxville graduates during their pursuit
of a post secondary education.

15th Year supporting Knoxville graduates!
2018 Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation recipients at their recognition program
where 96 graduates received a scholarship for higher education!

The Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation continued its annual tradition of providing a scholarship to every Knoxville
graduate who applied. Ninety-six members of the Knoxville High School graduating class of 2018 applied for and received
scholarships totaling $55,700. Each student received their scholarship award along with a framed recognition certificate,
many of which could be seen displayed at graduation parties all over town. In our 15 years, we have awarded 1,192 graduates
with a scholarship for a total award amount of $759,300. Additionally, $213,300 has been awarded to KHS graduates in
their second, third or fourth year of post-secondary education. This year, a total of 98 former Knoxville High school graduates
pursuing post-secondary degrees were awarded scholarships totaling $69,400. Since our inception in 2003, the Foundation
has awarded a total of $972,600 in scholarships. We will certainly go over the ONE MILLION mark in 2019.
A growing trend that the Foundation has certainly been encouraging is the increase in the number of scholarship awards being
given to students pursuing associate’s degrees or specialized training programs that allow them to reach their post-secondary
goals in just one or two years. Our scholarship recipients are pursuing training in the skilled trades: as electricians, plumbers,
welders and carpenters. They are entering educational programs that prepare them as computer programmers and give
them expertise in the field of information technology.
Many of our donors are especially interested in helping students who are taking steps that allow them to enter the work force
with specialized skills without attending a four-year college or university. The Foundation is working closely with our school
counselors to encourage all students interested in furthering their education to apply for financial help in reaching their goals.
The success of our Scholarship Foundation would not happen without the terrific support from alumni all over the country,
local businesses, service groups and community members; a sincere thank you to everyone involved. The $125,100 the
Foundation awarded to current and former KHS graduates in 2018 is a new record. The Scholarship Foundation would like to
recognize and extend a special thank you to the Knoxville Alumni Association for their support in communicating with alumni, helping
identify classes interested in sponsoring a Panther Pride Scholarship and for supporting our presentations at class reunions.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS (QCD’S) - A NEW WAY TO CONTRIBUTE!

RICK AND JOY VAN DONSLER FUND SKILLED TRADES SCHOLARSHIPS
Many of our donors are especially interested in helping students who are taking steps that allow
them to enter the work force with specialized skills without attending a four-year college or
university. Rick and Joy Van Donsler are perfect examples. They came to the Board in 2018 wanting
to honor the memory of two men, Richard Sullivan and Kenneth DeZwarte who had a meaningful
impact on their lives. The Richard Sullivan and Kenneth DeZwarte Memorial Scholarships were
established to help our KHS graduates prepare for careers in the skilled trades.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2018 made some significant changes in the U.S. tax code that went in to affect this year. One
of the most significant for most Americans was an increase in the standard deduction for singles and married couples,
$12,000 for singles and married filing separate and $24,000 for married couple filing jointly.
For those of you over age 70 ½ and required to take distributions from your IRA, making a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD) is a smart strategy that allows you to get a financial benefit from your charitable contributions and still take your full
standard deduction.
A QCD allows you to transfer as much as $100,000 annually from your IRA directly to a charity such as the Knoxville Panther
Scholarship Foundation. The amount you donate counts toward your required minimum distribution (RMD) and reduces the
taxable amount of your IRA distribution. You lower your adjusted gross income and taxable income without reducing the
amount of your standard deduction.

“Joy and I believe that we need to do anything we can to help young men and women pursue
careers as plumbers, electricians, carpenters and welders. We want to help them get education
and experience in the skilled trades that are so essential in our economy. We are glad we can
offer these scholarships and look forward to working with the Foundation over the years to help
as many students as possible” said Rick.

This article isn’t intended to give tax advice, however, if you believe this strategy might work for you, contact your tax advisor
and contact the KPS Foundation for help we can give concerning setting up a contribution strategy for you and your family.

HOW A QCD COULD WORK FOR YOU, MEET BILL AND CELIA BURGER...

KHS STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES
Hello,
Aubrey and I graduated from Knoxville High School in 2013. Upon graduation, we were both awarded scholarships from the
Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation to attend the college of our choice. I used my scholarship to attend Dordt College in
Sioux Center, Iowa. While at Dordt, I studied mechanical engineering and received my degree in 4 years. Because of the generosity
of the Foundation and its donors, I was able to reapply and receive a scholarship annually. Knowing that people from my home
town were still supporting me financially, I was able to focus on my studies.

Bill and Celia Burger are members of the Knoxville High School Class of 1956. These high school
sweethearts were married in June of 1960 and currently reside in Gainesville, Florida. In 2014 Bill and
Celia contacted the Foundation with an interest in funding an endowed scholarship in memory of
Celia’s mother Sarah Harvey. Endowed scholarships can be funded by a one-time donation of
$15,000 or by a series of donations that eventually total $15,000. Bill and Celia began making annual
qualified charitable distributions from Bill’s IRA and have fully funded two endowed scholarships. The
Sarah Templeton Harvey Roetman Scholarships are awarded annually to KHS graduates pursuing a
teaching degree.
“Celia and I have really enjoyed working with the Foundation Board over the past few years. They have
been so helpful in setting up the scholarships. The flexibility they have built into the donation process
makes it so easy,” says Bill. “Funding the scholarships using the Qualified Charitable Distribution from
my IRA has been perfect for us and allows us to maximize our tax deductions. One benefit we never
anticipated when we began this scholarship program however, is just how much we enjoy hearing from
the students who have received our scholarships. We plan to continue our annual contributions and
would certainly encourage anyone interested in the Foundation’s scholarship programs to contact
Board President Curt Froyen. He has been so helpful to us every step of the way,” added Bill.
If you would like more information about ways you can help our Knoxville High School graduates pursue
their post-secondary education goals, please contact Board President Curt Froyen at 641-891-7170.

Aubrey used her scholarship to attend St. Ambrose University in Davenport, IA. There, she studied Theology and History Education.
She did not return as a traditional student her second year, but returned to Knoxville and began working at Wells Fargo Bank.
There she found her calling in financing and business. Aubrey is continuing her education at Simpson College. Thanks to the financial
support from the Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation, she has been able to explore potential career opportunities.
While we both followed different educational paths, the financial support the Foundation provided gave us the opportunity to
pursue our educational goals.
We were married in October and purchased a house in rural Knoxville. I am currently working as a mechanical engineer at Weiler,
and Aubrey is working as a personal banker at the Wells Fargo branch in Indianola. Now that we have returned to our hometown, we are beginning to become involved in the
community. We are excited to be a part of a community that supports post-secondary education the way the Foundation does. Thank you to everyone that has supported us
since we graduated from Knoxville High School. Please continue the great work in supporting students who want to further their education both emotionally and financially.
Thank you,
Jacob and Aubrey Moats

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2018
We are pleased to announce that in 2018, in addition to the Foundation awarding scholarships
to all Knoxville High School graduates who applied for scholarships to help fund their third and
fourth year of post-secondary education, the Foundation also awarded 28 additional post-secondary
scholarships. Sixteen of these scholarships were awarded for the first time. The new scholarships
included four endowed scholarships; the William Dean Bacus Memorial Scholarship, the John
England Memorial Scholarship, the Bill and Angie Hardin Memorial Scholarship and a second Sarah
Templeton Harvey Roetman Scholarship. New named scholarships included four Bill Liike
Engineering Scholarships, the Larry and Juanita Willis Family Scholarship, the Chef Losada Culinary Arts Scholarship, the
Jennie-Just Lightfoot Nursing Scholarship, the Julie Witzman Albert Scholarship, the Ralph and Marilyn Capitani Memorial
Scholarship and three Weiler Foundation Scholarships. New named scholarships for graduating seniors included the Susan
Scott Memorial Scholarship and the Richard Sullivan and Kenneth DeZwart Memorial Scholarships provided by Rick and Joy
Van Donsler.
Notice that eight of our new scholarships were awarded in memory of loved ones and funded by family members and friends.
Please keep the Foundation in your thoughts when it comes time to celebrate your life or the life of a loved one. All memorial
gifts and all funds that we receive from individuals who have remembered the Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation in
their estate are put into our Endowment Fund. The earnings on these funds provide a permanent means of celebrating the
life of a loved one by providing scholarships for future generations of Knoxville High School students.

Hello, my name is Kaitlynn Botkin. I graduated from Knoxville High School in 2014, and am currently a student at Iowa State
University majoring in Family and Consumer Sciences Education. I will graduate from Iowa State in December, and although
I am sad to see my college years come to an end, I am so excited for this next step in life!
My college experience has been quite unique compared to the average college student, as I have completely funded my own
education. I have accomplished this through scholarships, from donors like yourself, and by working full time throughout my
collegiate experience. I am forever grateful for the scholarships I received from the Knoxville Panther Scholarship Foundation,
as my education would have been unattainable without your generosity. This year specifically, the scholarships I was awarded
from the Foundation benefited me tremendously. As a student teacher, working is nearly impossible, so without my scholarships
I would not have been able to accomplish my dream of becoming a teacher.
As a college student, I have not allowed my distinct situation to hinder my college experience. Throughout my time at Iowa
State I have donated my time and participated in a vast variety of organizations and clubs. I am a proud member of Alpha
Phi, and served on the Executive Council in the Zeta Delta Chapter for two consecutive years as the Director of Administration and Vice President of Membership Recruitment. In
Alpha Phi, I engaged in volunteering and raising funds for Women’s Heart Health. Also, I advocated and raised awareness for the athletes of Special Olympics Iowa.
I donated my time promoting and hosting events for Dance Marathon. While participating in these organizations, and working full time, I managed to be named on the Iowa
State University’s Dean’s List multiple semesters. I believe that my experiences have allowed me to develop many fundamental qualities at a young age, from budgeting, time
management, organization, to understanding the value of hard work.
Again, thank you. Thank you for your generous donations, and for allowing my dreams to become my reality. I will never be able to thank the Knoxville Panther Scholarship
Foundation enough. After graduation in December, I will immediately be entering my own Family and Consumer Sciences classroom at Benton Community in Van Horne, Iowa

